
Welcome to the first Open Doors e-Newsletter!

    

   

              

              

       THANK YOU FOR READING OUR e-NEWSLETTER 

 So how did this all come about….?
Simply, someone had a thought! “What about a Newsletter”? “What a good idea”, echoed another.  “ It will help us to  
communicate and inform our existing donors, partners, well-wishers, clients, and volunteers, (as well as future ones),  
about how and what we are doing.  We can also share some interesting stories and events, as well as the impact of some  
of the work, and/or the progress and outcomes of some of our extraordinary cases etc.”  “Sounds good, but who is  
going to edit it”, another asked?  “Ah, who better than an old friend, Angela?  OK, maybe ‘old’ is the wrong adjective,  
so I’ll say a good friend from years ago, who has been catching up with her past connection with Princes Avenue  
Methodist Church, Hull. Her Dad, Rev. Francis Forbes, served as a former minister of this church, together with his  
wife, and also served in other churches in York & Hull District)”. “.….well that settles it then”.

So here we are readers - the first edition, hope you like & enjoy it.

From Strangers To Friends
‘Open Doors’ have clients from 34 countries, so far, ranging from 
Eastern Europe to Africa.  Many of them arrive with numerous 
problems and challenges, and the language barrier further compounds 
these.  Often these lead to anxiety and difficulty in them trusting 
people - thus adding loneliness to their plight.  However, over time, 
with the help and skills of all the agencies and volunteers at ‘Open 
Doors’, many of them are able to lower their barriers, open up, and 
start trusting people again, and even going as far as becoming friends. 
Some of the clients are even able to volunteer their services, and in 
doing so strengthen links and friendships with a range of people in 
the drop-in centre.  Some client volunteers help in the kitchen, or with 
security, while others help with the breakfast and lunch setting-up 
and clearing-up, or with translations.  Help with translation is vital 
particularly when they are asked about themselves and their 
circumstances. Others simply offer valuable re-assurance and 
company to newer clients.
We hope all who believe that the pen is mightier than the sword 
will want to pen (or type) a few lines for this e-newsletter - something 
to inform, challenge and evoke a response in you, our dear Readers.  
Also, please feel free to email us any of your thoughts that might help 
enhance the e-Newsletter and keep it relevant and interesting.      

Want To Know More About Open Doors?
Just Send Us A Speaking Invitation
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